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TRANSFER DUTY — FAMILY FARM EXEMPTION 
Statement by Minister for Finance 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands — Minister for Finance) [12.10 pm]: I rise today to inform the house 
that the Barnett Liberal–National government has completed a review of the Duties Act 2008 family farm 
exemption. The review was prompted by concerns from farmers that the exemption did not allow for the 
progressive transition of a farm to a family member without significant transfer duty costs. The original policy 
intent of the exemption was to encourage the younger generation to continue in the family farming business. 
However, the transition of the exemption from the old Stamp Act to the Duties Act in 2008 had the unintended 
effect of narrowing the exemption to prevent the transferor from participating in the business. 
Under the Duties Act, the exemption makes it harder for a farmer to continue in the business, creating 
a disincentive for those wishing to incrementally transfer their farm to a family member. The review 
recommends permitting a farmer to continue in the business following the transfer of all or part of the farm. 
The review also recommended other changes to the exemption to further relax eligibility requirements. This 
includes not requiring the transferor to conduct the farming business immediately prior to the transfer of the land 
in certain circumstances. It will also extend the definition of “family member” to include spouses when there are 
multiple transferors and allow the business to be operated through a partnership comprising non-family 
members, such as family companies and trusts. 
A re-elected Liberal–National government is committed to the introduction of amendments to implement these 
reforms to the farming exemption. I am sure the farming community will welcome the government’s decision to 
modernise this important exemption. 
 


	TRANSFER DUTY — FAMILY FARM EXEMPTION
	Statement by Minister for Finance


